Video Notes: Great Wall of China
· In the third century China was born as the result of war, change, and tragedy.

· Emperor Qin Shi Huang’s building of the Great Wall of China was a turning point in history.

· King Qin was 13 when he became Emperor of China. China was a land of 7 kingdoms that constantly fought.
· Peasants often had crops stolen and faced violence and death from invaders.

· Many kidnapped peasants were forced to fight as foot soldiers in enemy armies.

· Qin conquered the other 6 kingdoms of China and gained power.

· Many feared the ruthlessness of Qin as the emperor.
· Qin took a new title of “sovereign emperor” once he conquered and consolidated the surrounding kingdoms, unified the law codes, and punished tyrants.
· Several competing warlords wanted to overthrow Qin and several attempted to kill him.

· Could Emperor Qin hold onto his empire or would he lose it.

· Qin made several changes:

· He forced nomadic farmers to settle down and farm so that they would be easier to tax.

· He built a system of canals for transportation and communication.

· He built roads to transport armies and equipment.

· He standardized cart sizes so that they could be easily taxed.

· All roads radiated outwards from the imperial capital of Xianyang.

· Qin needed taxes for other projects like his tomb- which included thousands of terra cotta soldiers in battle formation.

· Qin wanted to inspect his land and made 5 tours throughout China (unlike other leaders who stayed at their palaces).

· The tours cost the empire a lot of money (from the thousands of soldiers that went along) so Qin raised taxes. The people grew upset with the increased taxes.

· The most serious threat Qin faced were northern nomadic invaders.

· The emperor needed a way to stop the raids without giving up his agricultural and tax system. 

· Qin began a massive relocation project to move 120,000 families further south.

· Qin alarmed many of the scholars, who followed Confucianism. Many of Qin’s advisers followed a completely different system called Legalism (which demanded a strong leader and strict rules).

· The Confucian scholars questioned Qin publicly and planned to get rid of him. To counter the threats against him Qin acted swiftly and burned all the books. He could then reinvent his own version of the past.

· He destroyed anything that had to do with Confucius and then rounded up the scholars and accused them of venerating the past. He then buried 460 scholars alive as an example for the rest of his people.
· Emperor Qin’s greatest achievement and greatest tragedy involved the raiders from the north. In 214 B.C. Qin began construction of the Great Wall of China and he used thousands of scholars as forced laborers.
· So many people died in construction of the Great Wall that it became the longest graveyard in the world.

· Qin’s son Fusu felt sympathy towards the scholars. Qin’s advisers planned to banish him to the Great Wall. 

· The wall spanned hills, mountains, and deserts. Thousands died of cold, starvation, disease, etc. and they were buried within the wall. The hope was that their spirits would watch over.

· 12-meter high towers were built that were linked by a 6-meter high rampart. Beacon towers were placed at 11-mile intervals. Armies, supplies, and communication now traveled along the wall very easily.

· The northern tribesmen were kept out and Qin’s subjects were kept in.
· Qin became obsessed with finding immorality and routinely tested the potions and elixirs given to him. This accidentally killed him (probably when he consumed mercury and phosphorus) on a grand tour of his empire.

· Qin’s advisers knew that they had to prevent Fusu from becoming emperor, so they schemed to get Hu Hai, his second son) named as the emperor.

· The advisers snuck the dead corpse of Qin back to the capital with a fish cart following it to mask the smell.

· They then forged a command from Qin to Fusu to commit suicide and convinced Hu Hai to accept appointment as emperor.

· Fusu killed himself and Hu Hai became the second emperor, but China ended up in civil war.

· Seven years after the death of Qin a new dynasty took over, the Han, and brought peace to the empire.

· The Great Wall symbolically divided the civilized world of China from the uncivilized world outside the wall. China has lasted over 2,000 years since construction of the wall.
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